Hill Campus of Arts & Sciences PTSA Meeting 9/17/20 Via Zoom

Attendees:  Jodi Hullinger, Keturah Nelson, Alecia Zunker, Christina Heitman, Alexis Eversole, Jennifer I, Jamie Nally, Jamie Resnik, David Adams, Amanda Samland, Carrie Weingart, Cat Holmes, Celena Hausman, Georgina Ativui, Ginny Lupo, Hai Li, Jo Ellen Fountain, Kristen Seidel, Mark and Danica, Pattie Welch, Paula Gladych, Shane Hague, Steven Alix, Will and Cass, Noemi Garcia, Jodie Albert, Lily Brown, Amanda Samland, Wendy Doty, Ruby Loch, Hillary, Rebecca Butt (Attendance gathered via Zoom login so some names may be nicknames, etc. or I may have missed people who came in later, I apologize.)

Welcome:

Jodi welcomed attendees on Zoom.  Went over what PTSA does:
[image: ]Hill PTSA can be supported with direct donations via the link above, but there are other ways that we will go over during the meeting. 













Volunteers:
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Jodi gave a shout out to all the volunteers.  A big thank you to all who have signed up. 
-Reminded anyone who knows of any grants that might available to reach out to our volunteer grant writers.  
-We are still in need of volunteers for the Gala, and other positions that we will highlight in the next few slides.  


Membership:

Alexis Eversole gave membership updated.  This is her 3rd year of being membership coordinator.  She and Hai Li and managing membership this year. 
-Hill has more PTSA memberships at this date than we did all year last year, which is great news.
-50 families have joined. 
-Welcome any ideas to encourage more members – especially in need of teacher members. 
-membership fees are optional this year for parents, students and teachers, so please join!
-Alexis mentioned benefits of joining PTSA like getting to know what activities and events are going on at Hill since many middle school kids are not the most communicative about what is happening at school.
-Jennifer I emphasized that having student members offers a different perspective on what is being planned and how funds could be spent on school/family needs. 
Hill Cares Update

Jennifer I is the coordinator of Hill Cares.  This arm of the PTSA is its own committee that helps support families and students of Hill either through grocery cards, coat drives, toy drives, Thanksgiving baskets, etc.  These students and families are often identified confidentially by teachers, social workers and leadership at Hill.
-Jennifer mentioned she would love a co-chair for this committee. 
-From 3/20-8/20 Hill Cares was able to support about 30 families with grocery store gift cards, some families received just one, while others received weekly cards in the mail.  
-Grocery card help has since been discontinued due to the prohibitive cost, as well as now that school is back in session, DPS offers some food distribution help.  
-Hill Cares is also running a school supply drive. 
-A winter coat drive is coming soon – looking for donations of gently used coats, gloves, hats, etc for kids and adults.  Drop off location to be announced.  
-Share the Warmth is an annual event that Hill Cares runs.  Typically, this has been an in-person community potluck event, not sure what they will do this year.    
-Hill Holidays is another Hill Cares event where the committee organizes the donation and distribution of gift cars and toys for families in need at Hill. 
-Keturah Nelson thanked Jennifer for all she has done as the previous Hill PTSA President the last two years and taking the grocery card donation process all on her own for the families who needed those this summer – as well as securing grants to help pay for those grocery cards.  
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Arts Committee Update:

	Jodi gave a brief update for the Arts committee.  They were looking forward to a trip to Grand Junction for the students that has since been postponed.  
	-The Arts Committee will be starting a Butter braid fundraiser soon – stay tune for details.  

Ways to Support and Engage at Hill:

	Alecia went over the many ways to support and get involved with Hill and Hill PTSA.  Please see the attached slides for details about volunteering, dine outs and shopping to benefit Hill!

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
 
Budget Update:

	Keturah Nelson, treasurer, went over all of the budget sheets, including Performing Arts and Hill Cares.   
	-she highlighted that the Hill Cares budget is about $3000 as some expenses still are out there.  
	-Explained the PTSA General Fund pays for operating expenses, teacher appreciation, etc.

	-One of the things the PTSA raises money for is Teacher/Extracurricular Grants.  These are grants that can be requested by teachers and staff for things they may need in the classroom, sports, student incentives, etc.  They can be up to $500.
	-Another expense PTSA helps cover is Parent Education – these can be community speakers, presentations, etc.  For example, last year, the PTSA paid to screen the movie Screenagers for Hill families and community members to attend. 	
	-Mental Health Funds – this year we have allocated a chunk of money to help boost our mental health staff and options at Hill.   David Adams mentioned that many students, starting with last year, are craving this support and need someone to talk to.  With these funds, we will pair with The Devereux Colorado Community Behavioral Health Services 3 days a week.  These services will either be paid for by Medicaid if students have that or will be covered if students don’t have that. 
	-We have also budgeted a small amount to provide snacks to teachers throughout the year.  Would be great to think how to do this creatively during virtual learning…
	-We do handle some money that comes in specifically for sports as well under the Sports Fund.


	-The Hill Gala is how we receive the bulk of the money to fund these initiatives.  We voted on how to allocate the funds raised by the Gala in the springtime.  The rest of the budget still needs to be voted on tonight (Hill Cares, General Fund).  
	-A motion to approve these budgets was put forth with a second.  Members approved budget by typing “Yes” in the chat of the Zoom call.  Budgets approved. 

PTSA Communication

	Jodi went over the new and improved way the PTSA is dedicated to communicating with Hill families.  We will have streamlined emails, a website tied to the main Hill DPS website which Lily Brown, Hill Family Liason, has been instrumental in helping us with.  The PTSA will also piggy back on Hill’s Facebook page.  

	Jodi is working on a survey to gather information from Hill families as to what is of interest and helpful to have the PTSA address in the coming months. 

David Adams gave a brief follow up to the community meeting that was held 9/16 in regards to the various ways we can get back to in person learning.  He quickly highlighted each scenario:
A) Remote learning in the morning and afternoon come to school for social, clubs, tutoring.
B) Hybrid, Monday/Tuesday, Thursday/Friday, all virtual Wednesday
C) All in person 5 days a week. 
Bussing continues to be a problem.  
Mr. Adams answered the following questions:
	How feasible is 5 day a week scenario?
	District has approved this, secondary schools have autonomy to pick their model.
	
	Why is bussing a problem?
	Elementary is bussing priority and due to limited students allowed on buses, they will need all of them to get elementary kids to school. 

	What is plan if have to quarantine?
	Still working on all scenarios, a document will come from him with Hill’s safety and contingency plans.  

He thanked everyone for their support and will have key documents out to families on Friday. 

Meeting adjourned. 
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§ Mark Your Calendars for these Dine Outs – % of 



sales comes back to Hill AND you get a night off of cooking!



o September 29th, 4:00pm - 8:00pm - Chipotle!
33% of sales at 745 Colorado Blvd location goes back to Hill! You 
can order online and pick it up too.



MUST USE Online Ordering Code: 8R23LYB



o October 6th, 11:00am - 8:30pm - Mici!
20% of sales at 7th & Colorado (727 Colorado Blvd) location goes 



back to Hill! Dine-In, Takeout, Delivery & Catering. 



In-person/Phone: mention that you're "dining with Hill".



Online Ordering: just add "Hill Middle School" to notes 
section for online orders.



o November 3rd, timing TBD - Bertha's Baja Bistro
900 Jersey St.  20% of all carry-out and dine-in orders when you 



mention Hill.
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Continue Supporting:
• Families in need via Hill Cares
• Teacher Grants



o alecia.zunker@gmail.com
• Teacher Appreciation
• Community Events
• Extra-curriculars
• Partner w/Arts Committee



You can donate to support these Initiatives @ HILL.PTAPAL.COM





http://hill.ptapal.com/
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§ 20-21 Exec Board
o Jodi Hullinger, President



o Alecia Zunker, Vice President



o Keturah Nelson, Treasurer



o Christina Heitman, Secretary



§ Gratitude for our volunteers
o Alexis Eversole & Hai Li – Membership



o Jennifer I – Hill Cares



o Julie Seltenhammer & Julie Buckley – Arts



o Paula Aven Gladynch – Website



o Casey Lehrer – Dine Outs



o Brenda Janota & Pattie Welch – Audit



o Rachel Everhart & Hai Li – Grant Writing



o Rachel Hutson – Colorado Gives



o Cat Holmes – Teacher Appreciation



o Erin Schlosser – Bookies Fundraiser



Volunteer 
Powered
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• Supported 28 families from March-August with grocery cards. 20 
families received cards weekly through summer
o Funds for grocery cards through the Gala and Grants (Guber



Family, Stifel, and Augustana)
• Upcoming Hill Cares projects



o Winter Coat Drive: gently used outerwear, hats, and gloves 
(October)



o Share the Warmth Event & Thanksgiving Basket (November): 
Share the Warmth is contingent on school. Will team with Steck
& Carson for canned food donations. Date TBD (Usually the 
Saturday before Thanksgiving) Supported 75 Families 2019-
2020



o Hill Holidays (December): Holiday gift & gift card drive. Date 
TBD (Wednesday before Winter Break). Supported 75 Families 
2019-2020.



• Help needed: Clean up your closets and save your coats for the coat 
drive. Save any unused/unwanted gifts for Hill Holidays.



• Join the Hill Cares committee. 
• Email Jennifer, i_jennifer@yahoo.com or call/text 415-810-3358.



Hill Cares Update
Jennifer I
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Ways to Engage 
& Support



§ Become a member – hill.ptapal.com



§ Volunteer! Still seeking coordinators for:



o Social Media 



oAds/Sponsorships



oHill Gala



oFun Run 



oBox Tops 4 Education



§ Fundraising



oDirect giving, Shop & Dine and targeted 
pushes throughout the year, i.e. Arts 
support, coat/food/gift drives, etc.





http://hill.ptapal.com/
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§ Raise money for Hill without spending extra money of your own!
o Grocery Cards



§ King Soopers - https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-
rewards



§ Safeway & Natural Grocers – email hillptapresident@gmail.com



o Box Tops 4 Education - https://www.boxtops4education.com/



o Amazon Smile - Start @ smile.amazon.com and select “Hill 
Campus of Arts and Sciences PTA” – on the app too!



o Benevity – corporate matching program, check to see if your 
company participates



o Haircuts for Hill! 



- $1/kid haircut and $2/adult haircut @ SportClips



- Mayfair Shopping Plaza at 13th and Krameria



- Just mention that you’re with “Hill Middle School”



- Through December 21, 2020!



SHOP, 
DINE & 



STYLE
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